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Prevost: REVIEW: Down Town

Yonah community comes forward to help “the girls”
hang on and make their business a success. With
pageantry and good humor, Priscilla and Janice host
harvesting parties, invent wacky gourd displays and share
their home and hearts with neighbors and folks just
passing through. But life wasn’t always fun and games
for the pair, who struggled for years with fear of coming
out of the closet, at a time when many people in larger
and more liberal areas of the country would not. Not
knowing what would happen, but with trust in their
community and a willingness to accept the consequences,
the couple’s desire to live authentically finally helps them
stop hiding. Gourd Girls is an inspiring memoir, frankly
told and generously packed with anecdotes about life in
rural northeast Georgia. It will be a welcome addition to
public library collections in Georgia. 
— Reviewed by Teresa Pacheco
Northeast Georgia Health System
Higher Education in the Internet
Age by Patricia Senn Breivik and E.
Gordon Gee (American Council on
Education, 2006; ISBN 0-275-981940, $49.95).
This edition is a revised and updated
version of the 1989 Information
Literacy: Revolution in the Library. The
information covered is a result of the
successful collaboration between the authors: a visionary
and experienced library dean and an innovative university
president. This partnership of university administrators is
one of three key components that Breivik and Gee feel
are essential in higher education today. The ability that
libraries have to facilitate change and to develop a shared
vision of the future are listed as imperative components
for the evolution of education. In the age of information,
the authors see an enormous potential for libraries to play
a strategic role in achieving campus goals. Additional
highlights include trends in reforming instruction, service,
and leadership, and a discussion of funding alternatives
and cost considerations. The material is relevant to all
phases and levels of higher education in its review of the
importance of resource-based instruction, implications of
the Internet, research productivity, service to the
community, collections/digitization, and leadership. This is
a scholarly work, with each chapter yielding notes and
references for further research. Individual examples and
case studies are included to illustrate initiatives and offer
a range of creative solutions. 
— Reviewed by Dr. Rachel A. Schipper
Georgia College & State University
Georgia Library Quarterly Autumn 2007
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Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and
Daring by Richard Preston (Random
House, 2007; ISBN 1-4000-6489-9,
$25.95).
Botanists estimate that the largest
redwoods are more than 2,000 years
old, but dating by annual growth
rings is not possible, because the
oldest redwoods are hollow. The
tallest are between 350 to 380 feet high, 35 to 38 stories.
Until the 1980s, when humans first began exploring the
giant redwoods, it was assumed that life was sparse in
the canopy of the redwood forest. In fact, the trees’ first
explorers found whole ecosystems of life, including the
expected lichens, ferns and insects, but also voles,
salamanders, huckleberries and even other trees, such as
laurel and hemlock. In Wild Trees, the story of the
exploration of individual trees as if they were mountains
or countries is told as Preston follows the botanists and
naturalists who climb the largest and tallest organisms in
the world. The personal stories of the tree-climbing
scientists who search for the tallest trees are interspersed
with the history of the redwood forest, the ecology of the
forest floor and the canopies of the trees, and the
techniques and gear of climbing as a sport. To research
this book, Preston learned how to climb giant trees
himself and even camped out in them. While the
sometimes forced re-enactments of the climbing
expeditions become repetitious, the account of the lost
world of the tree-top environment is compelling and
showcases Preston’s ability to draw wonder and drama
from the science of his topic. 
— Reviewed by Karen Minton
GALILEO Support Services, Library Services

FICTION
Down Town by Ferrol Sams (Mercer
University Press, 2007; ISBN:
0881460729, $25.00).
A ride with Ferroll Sams Down Town is
a trip unlike any you can imagine. This
tale is told through the eyes of lifelong resident James Aloysius “Buster”
Holcombe Jr. It is a humorous and
poignant tapestry of narratives set in a
small Georgia town. Sams uses a full arsenal of wit,
wisdom and plain old Southern charm to engage his
readers in the lives of an unforgettable set of characters.
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Buster, a practicing attorney by day, is actually a
philandering horticulturalist who has discovered that the
way to gain a lady’s favors is through selected verses from
Millay. Neither male nor female considers him the least bit
threatening as they confide in him, telling all their secrets.
We enter the backrooms where the powerful Cofield clan
plots business deals. We witness marriages, the births and
the deaths of friends and foes alike. We also hear of the
political shenanigans of buying and selling votes for
“white liquor” or permanent waves and the “religious”
philosophizing from the town’s sage, Oscar Hosey. The
Cofields have a lock on the county and much of the state
until life events pull their attentions away. Suddenly, they
wake up to a whole new world and things really get
interesting. This novel is a delightful journey into the lives
of some real characters. You’ll walk in their shoes, laugh
out loud, shed a few tears and learn a little about yourself
along the way. 
— Reviewed by Patrice Prevost
Gwinnett Public Library System
Garden Spells by Sarah Addison
Allen (Bantam Dell, 2007; ISBN 978-05538-0548-2, $20.00).
Claire Waverley enjoys her life as a
caterer of unique dishes in the town
of Bascom, N.C., content with the
reliability of her routine. Two events
occur that rattle Claire’s complacency:
the arrival of her new neighbor, Tyler,
and the unexpected return of her sister, Sydney, after 10
years. From the moment they meet, Tyler begins to
pursue Claire, with both comical and touching results.
Sydney and her daughter, Bay, seek refuge in Bascom
from the abuse of David, Bay’s father. Colorful and quirky
characters play their part in the story, yet none of them
are caricatures. The mother of one of Sydney’s high
school friends is described as “so Southern that she cried
tears that came straight from the Mississippi.” Preparing
lunch for Tyler and his friend Rachel, Claire admits to
herself that she is doing so “under the guise of good
manners – because it was a Southern tradition to do all
sorts of things under the guise of good manners.” The
most intriguing aspect of the book is the underlying
element of magical realism, which Allen artfully blends
into the story. Rather than just hinting that there may be
things going on outside the realm of probability, the
reader is treated to many instances of unusual
phenomena, such as the big apple tree that purposefully
drops apples at people’s feet, and occasionally throws
them. Claire’s cooking is sought after because of her way
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with edible flowers, bringing out feelings and emotions
that people wish to experience and stifling those they
wish to forget. Recommended for public libraries and
academic libraries with a popular/contemporary fiction
section. High school teachers or college professors may
wish to consider this book as part of a curriculum
introducing magical realism as a concept. 
— Reviewed by Carol Malcolm
Riverside Military Academy
Lucky by Alice Sebold (Little, Brown
and Company, 1999; ISBN 0-31609619-9, $12.99).
As a new semester begins at Georgia’s
colleges and universities, now is a
good time to be reminded that
college-age women are the highestrisk age group for sexual assault.
Lucky is Alice (The Lovely Bones)
Sebold’s memoir of her 1981 rape and its physical,
emotional and legal consequences. Sebold jumps right in
with a detailed, almost clinical recounting of her attack.
This seemingly cold retelling of a highly traumatic event
has the effect of revealing the absolute horror of the
rape, almost as if she were showing crime-scene photos
to a jury. Only after the rape is over, the reporting and
forensic exam are done, and Sebold is released back to
her life as a freshman at Syracuse University, does she
have a chance to reflect on the emotional consequences.
She must deal with the reactions of friends and family
while helping the police and prosecutors prepare her case
for trial. When her trial is over and she thinks that part of
her life may be behind her, her best friend’s rape brings
the emotions back in unexpected ways. Although the
rape depicted in Lucky happened more than 25 years
ago, Sebold’s memoir is an accurate depiction of the
experiences of rape victims today. Some things have
changed (for instance, rape crisis centers now do a better
job of helping victims through the emotional impact), but
Sebold’s experiences with a “system” unprepared to
respond to victim needs, confused friends and family,
social stigma, and a legal process seemingly designed to
protect rapists instead of victims are common in the 21st
century. Although the title comes from a police officer’s
assertion that Sebold is lucky she wasn’t murdered, she is
indeed lucky in one important way: Her rapist was caught
and convicted. Unfortunately, very few rape victims can
say that. Lucky is a compelling read, recommended for
adults. 
— Reviewed by Wendy S. Wilmoth
Griffin Sexual Assault Center
Autumn 2007 Georgia Library Quarterly

2

